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while round and between lay tracts grazed and dominated
by the tribes alone ?.

The disasters of Hulagu's conquest were repeated by
Timur-Leng or Tamuiiane, last and greatest of the Mongols.
Baghdad, which had been aspiring to some measure of inde-
pendence, fell easily to Timur's army. 'Thousands were
massacred; mosques, schools and dwellings demolished. If
the scenes and losses were less dreadful than those of the ruin
of the Caliphate, it was that Baghdad in 1401 had not the
same pride to be humbled and the same materials for atrocity/
The next conqueror who, after Timur's death, almost casually
conquered Iraq, was Kara Yusuf, chieftain of the Turkoman
kingdom of the i Black Sheep', based on Van in Anatolia.
c In the rough manner of the time, he sold or bestowed its
governorships, received the homage or bore the turbulence
of the tribes.' But almost at once a rival dynasty of Turko-
mans, the ' White Sheep', came to power with their capital
at Diarbekr, and the whole process in Iraq was repeated.
When these in turn succumbed to superior force, it was * to
the new monarch of a Persia revived and re-inspired', Shaikh
Safi, whose general, Taha Hussain, captured Baghdad almost
without resistance. The Turkoman regime in Iraq generally
was short-lived and fantastically insecure, yet traces of it are
still to be seen today in the small but racially pure commu-
nities of Turkomans, which have survived, for instance, at
Tell Afar and in the Kirkuk area.

' That Iraq was long since habituated to disorder; to
poverty, to change and bloodshed, to alien rulers need not
be said. For eight generations, each year had seen the
country sink further back into tribalism, insecurity and
dependence. Each month had brought news of dynastic rise
and fall, to herald a fresh governor to Baghdad. Each day
saw a new outrage of robbers on the roads, or the seizure of
some riverside city by a tribesman usurper. So Taha Hussain
was accorded a welcome stale by repetition.*

Shah Ismail, the founder of the new Safawid dynasty in
Persia, was a pious descendant of the seventh Shiah Imam.
So that here, after two-and-a-half centuries of semi-pagan
Asiatics, was at least a truly Muslim power once more assum-
ing control of the destinies of Iraq. * Better than the muHalis
and merchants of that day we can see that the moment was .
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